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remoteness, it could ignore the claims of those
who wished to unite all those speaking one language
in the same State; it was able, in fact, to achieve
stability and prosperity on the basis of the absolute
negation of that nineteenth-century nationalism whose
triumph had been celebrated in Germany and
Italy.
To-day there live in Switzerland some three million
German-speaking Swiss citizens, some 850,000 French-
Swiss, about 250,000 Italian-Swiss and about 45,000
who speak another Latin language, romamhe or
romantsch, as a few thousand inhabitants of the Italian
South Tyrol also do. It is entirely misleading to
suggest, as ignorant propagandists constantly have,
that these groups live compactly with neat linguistic
boundaries clearly marked between them, nor are Swiss
cantonal frontiers intended to be of such a kind. It is
true that these frontiers are old historic ones and no one
therefore feels aggrieved about them; they might if they
believed that they had been drawn with the purpose
of cutting up natural unities, as the Croats felt about
the boundaries of King Alexander's Banovinas in
Yugoslavia.1 Out of the twenty-two cantons,2 only
seven are not well over 90 per cent. German-speaking.
Of these, Vaud, Neuchatel and Geneva are pre-
dominantly French and Ticino predominantly Italian,
although only about three-fifths of the Italian-Swiss
live in the Ticino, the rest being scattered about the
Confederation mostly in the cantons of Zurich,
Geneva and Graubiinden (Grisons). Fribourg, Valais
1  See above, p. in.
2  Three of the twenty-two ate divided into half cantons for administrative
purposes.